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For plug-in hybrids (PHEVs), a growth sector 
long-dominated in Europe by Mitsubishi’s 
Outlander PHEV, the UK remains West 
Europe’s largest market.  That’s largely thanks 
to government car purchase grants plus notable 
benefi t-in-kind (BIK) savings for company car 
users.

   This fi rst quarter, buoyed in no small measure 
by the UK’s traditional March car sales bulge, the 
UK comfortably retained the lead as West Europe’s 
biggest PHEV market.  But the way things have 
unfolded of late, it looks as if the UK could 
soon be losing its European PHEV sales crown 
to Germany’s currently heavily subsidised car 
market.  In terms of PHEV sales, the gap between 
the UK and Germany at the fi rst quarter point was 
just over 2,200 units. 

    In retrospect, last year, yet another good sales 
year for PHEVs in the UK, a continent-leading 
31,286 PHEVs were newly registered in the UK’s 
otherwise dwindling car market.  Drawing attention 
to the on-going sales gains of both subsidised 
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